
 

 

Newsletter July 2021 

 

Wow, what a year! Although, in every newsletter I say that I will not go on about 
the pandemic, my next line seems to mention it! All I want to say is thank you for 
your support to make the year run as smoothly as possible. 

Inevitably at the end of the year members of staff move onto pastures new. This 
year I am sad to say goodbye to Mrs Baker, as our road crossing patrol and Mrs 
Everett, who is one of our midday supervisors. Both of these amazing people have 
worked at our academy in one capacity or another for a number of years – enjoy 
your well-earned retirement! We also say goodbye to Miss Wright and wish her 
well for her new teaching post, closer to home. Miss Reidie is taking a break in the 
autumn term to have a baby. Those of us who know her know that she will be 
back, probably with baby in tow in the spring term! 

We have been analysing results and one of the foci for next year is to improve 
spellings when written in context. We have purchased a new scheme and have 
decided that children in Acorn, Willow and Elm will not learn spellings at home, 
but will have more lessons in school that concentrate on spelling patterns and so 
on. 

I am sure you will have read that the Government have asked schools to look at 
the uniform policy. Mrs Hogg and I will send a consultation out to all parents in 
the autumn term to get your views on our uniform. 

I have been speaking to Mrs O’Neill about how she cares for hedgehogs. 
Hedgehogs are at risk of being extinct, so her work is vital to their survival. She 
told me that she always needs tea towels, small towels etc. We are happy to 
collect these in school, so if you have any, please bring them in and we will hand 
over to help with this very important dedication. 

A big thanks to Mrs Hockins for providing the signs and baskets for the year 6 play 
– it really did set the scene! 



Date for the diary: FOHSA September Fete is on Friday 17th September 3-5pm. 
Everyone is welcome! 

A huge thank you from all of the staff for our cards and gifts – we have been well 
and truly spoilt! 

Before I sign off, I do need to say a HUGE GOODBYE and GOOD LUCK to our year 6 
pupils. Thank you so much for being an incredible bunch of students, do come 
back and tell us how you are getting on and enjoy every moment! 

Enjoy the summer holidays, have fun and stay safe. We will see you on 2nd 
September. 

 

Mrs Emma Owner 

Principal 

 

 

 

Iceni Hockwold PE 

 

After much delay due to the rain, we finally managed to get the whole Academy to take part in the 

sponsored obstacle course.  

It was a course that not only encouraged physical skills like running, throwing, jumping and balancing 

but also promoted thinking skills by having to build towers from 5 bricks to 20 bricks.  

We were so impressed with the children’s determination, stamina and resilience and they should all 

be very proud of themselves.  

A great time was had by all and the amount of money the children raised for FOSHA is fantastic. 

Thank you for your continued support and have a great summer! 

 

Mrs Hovell and Miss Reidie    

 

 



 

Acorn 

  

We do not have an Acorn class at the moment but are very excited to welcome our new 

Reception children in September. Our October Newsletter will have our first Acorn class 

update so watch this space.                                 

 
 
                                                 

          

 

Willow 

The children have been getting used to their new classroom and feeling very 
grown up now that they are in year 1. I have been really proud of how quickly 
they have adjusted to their new surroundings, and I cannot wait to share the 
changes to the classroom that we will be making during the summer holidays! 

Have a safe and happy summer holiday. 

Mrs Harris 

 

 



 

Elm 

For our first week as Elm class we have been creating paper mache hot air 
balloons.  
The balloons are going to be used for our year 2 classroom display with our 
end of year targets.  
 

 
 
As well as our craft activities, we have started learning our 3 times tables.  
It has been a wonderful week getting to know you all and a big thank you Elm 
Class for making me feel so welcome in my first week as your teacher. 
 
Miss Sharman 

 



   Beech 

 

Well done Beech - you have stepped up really well into your new year groups. 
 
Over the last couple of weeks, we have had a lovely time looking at our class 
book, Stig of the Dump by Clive King, and had a quick look at all four 
operations in maths. 
 
We have painted Stig's cave, made banners for our classroom rules, written a 
longer piece of writing all about me (which we will be making into a class book) 
and tried our hands at making a game on Scratch. 
 
A brilliant start Beech.  I can't wait until September to see you all again. 
 
 
Mrs Slade 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
      



  Oak 

 

 

Our new Oak Class are top hole fantastic!  
They've already shown Miss Rickards some fantastic handwriting, the content 
of their stories has been so imaginative and the SPAG work coming up from 
Mrs Slade's class is brilliant.  
In Maths, we've been moving things forwards with place value and they're now 
using the Oak Class HTO grid...with added umbrellas!  
New Year 6 have been smashing at showing the new Year 5s our routines and 
getting the children used to being in a new class.  
We've been doing collaborative art and making exploding books so the 
children can tell me all about themselves for homework. 
 

 
 
 
 

Miss Rickards 
 
 
 
 
 



We are overjoyed to announce that we can finally re-start, re-boot and re-ignite 8.30am 
early morning reading for children with parents/carers in Years 1 to 6. We have decided to 
call it STAR - Stay Together and Read. It will begin from the very first day back in September: 
Thursday 2nd September 2021. Please see details below and we look forward to seeing you 
- this is not for Acorn EYFS children in the first instance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unfortunately, it is unlikely we will have a crossing patrol person in 

September which may make the road and parking more hazardous 

before and after school. 

 

We have been advised that parents can park in St James’ Church car 

park to relieve congestion on the main road and make it as safe as 

possible for children and adults when crossing the road. We ask that 

anyone deciding to use this car park does so in a sensible manner. 

Please remember not to stop on the yellow school lines (even if just 

dropping off) and only use a safe place to cross the road. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

                                        

 

If you are interested in this future job oportunity or know someone 

else who might be, please contact  Adrian Buck, School Crossing 

Patrol Manager at adrian.buck@norfolk.gov.uk or on 07766800621. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:adrian.buck@norfolk.gov.uk


FOHSA NEWS   

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

It’s been a difficult year for FOHSA with all the Covid restrictions and volunteers 
not being able to be in school. We have missed our events but with the help and 

support of Mrs Owner and her team we have still been able to raise money 
through the raffles and sponsored obstacle course over the last couple of years. 

THANK YOU! 

We have had unbelievable support for our one and only event this term: the 
obstacle course. Despite these difficult times you have managed to raise a hugely 
impressive £1,944.35 for FOHSA!  A big thank you to the Iceni Academy staff who 

made this happen. We are sorry we couldn’t have helped more but appreciate 
your help more than ever. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

September Fete on Friday 17th September after school. There may need to be 
some changes to the usual format but hopefully we will still be able to make this a 

fun after school event. Of course, this will be subject to the continuation of the 
restrictions being lifted. 

One of the biggest fundraisers for us at the fete is the raffle (which will go ahead 
whatever the restrictions). We appreciate it’s been a difficult time for lots of 

businesses but if you know anybody that would be willing to donate a prize we 
will be collecting them at the beginning of new term and would be much 

appreciative. 

 

 



THANK YOU! 

Another thank you! This time to Mrs Baker for her tireless work for FOHSA. Mrs 
Baker was there at the start in 1993 and held the role of secretary until this year 
when she decided to step down. Fortunately for us she has agreed to stay on the 

committee so we will still benefit from her wealth of knowledge of all things 
FOHSA. 

The new secretary for FOHSA is Ms Burdett so if you need to get in touch please 
use the main school email address. 

That’s it for 2020/21 but we’re looking forward, and have our fingers crossed, to a 
fun 2021/22 

Enjoy the summer holidays. 

The FOHSA Committee 

 

 

 

 

From Everyone at Iceni Academy Hockwold 


