
 

Newsletter April 2019 

 
Dear All, 
 
I would like to start with a thank you for your ongoing support in everything we do. 
Whether it is holding an Easter Egg challenge or FOHSA running Easter bingo, we can 
always rely on your support, which is greatly appreciated. With that in mind, if you are 
available to man a stall at our summer fete on 28th June from 3-6pm, please let me 
know. 
 
For the last 10 weeks, we have hosted the Solihull course. A course to help with the 
struggles of parenting; we know it can be a demanding job! Please let me know if you 
are interested in joining the next course. If we have enough interest, we will be able to 
run another one. 
 
We have had some brilliant sporting results!  
A huge well done to Henry Thorn, who went through to the county cross-country stage 
and came 75th and to our Tri-golf team as we won the small smalls event!  
Thank you to Miss Reidie and Mrs Hovell for their coaching and organising. 
 
Our whole academy attendance is currently at 94.68%  
The class with the highest attendance is Willow with 95.56%  
After half term, we will be concentrating on attendance and the class with the highest 
attendance will have 10 minutes extra playtime on a Friday! 
 
Congratulations to Queens', who won the Team Point Treat for gaining the most team 
points this term! Keep up the good work Queens', let's see if you can win next term! 
 
The diary dates are on the last page of this newsletter; please keep these in a safe place. 
 
As you know next term is very important for each year group, as it is when all children sit 
an assessment of some sort, either SATS based or in school assessments, so please keep 
reading practising times tables, telling the time and any homework you may have been 
given, as well as having fun! 
 
Enjoy Easter, don't eat too many eggs! 
Mrs Owner. 



Acorn 
 

 

 

Acorn class have been very busy this half term with our Topic, 
‘People who help us’. We learnt all about how we can keep our teeth 
clean and healthy when Donna the dentist came in to see us. We also 
had a visit from two Police officers who told us all about how the 
Police help us and what they do every day. We could try on their 
uniforms and got to sit in a police car, it was fantastic! 

Last week we went to Thetford Fire Station to visit the firefighters 
and find out how they keep us safe. The firefighters showed us 
around their station, let us use the hoses to put out pretend fires 
and we had a little ride in a fire engine. We all had a great time 
there! 



 

 

We hope you have a relaxing break, enjoy your Easter eggs!   

 

 

 

Mrs Harris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   Willow 

 

Willow class have been very busy this half term with our Topic, ‘Go Wild’. Below is 
some information of what we have been learning in class. 

In Maths, we learned how to multiply and divide using arrays and concrete 
objects such as multilink. We also learned about 2D and 3D shapes and all their 
properties. Some of the children even made their own 3D shapes. 

In English, the entire class read many books based on the topic ‘Go Wild’. Based 
on the story ‘Where the Wild Things are’. The children wrote letters to Max (one 
of the characters in the story) and designed a fact sheet about a Wild Thing. They 
also wrote a recount about the story. 

In Science, the children learned about habitats and different types of animals. 
They made a list of places that could be habitats in the school and drew a map 
about where they could find habitats on the school grounds. 

In Art, children designed their own Wild Things and painted their own jungle. 

In ICT children, researched questions that they wanted to find out about animals 
for example “why do elephants have big ears?” 

We finished off our topic with a school trip to Banham Zoo, where they had an 
education session about different animals and the different habitats that they live 
in. It is safe to say all adults and children really enjoyed the zoo and meeting all 
the different animals. 

We hope you have a relaxing break. 

 

Miss Doherty 



   Beech 

Beech class have written about their learning this half term. 

In history and geography, we have been learning about the destruction of 
Pompeii. We learnt about the type of volcanoes and Mount Vesuvius. The date 
that Mount Vesuvius erupted destroying Pomepeii and Herculanium. It was 24th 
August 79AD. For my homework, I found out that the eruption took the town by 
surprise because a few decades before in 20AD Mount Vesuvius was identified as 
an extinct volcano by a geographer called Strabone. We learnt that Mount 
Vesuvius’s last eruption was in 1944 during world war two.  

By Erin. 

In English, we were doing newspaper reports on a book called Survivor, Escape 
from Pompeii. It was really fun because every time we did it we pretended that 
we were there and asked someone what it was like when the volcano erupted. 
But on a newspaper report you have to do it in past perfect tense or just ordinary 
past tense. It was fun because when we read a chapter of our book we always did 
something like a newspaper report on that part. Also when we did a newspaper 
report we also did a list of characters that are in the book.  

By Bow. 

 

Spag is where we do our spellings, handwriting and grammar. We were practicing 
how we spell things like homophones and when we put endings onto words. We 
also tried hard with our handwriting joins. We earn our pen license in Beech. We 
do rather a lot of these in our class.  

By Phoebe. 



In Maths, we have been doing column addition and doing about shapes and 
angles. When we were doing column addition we had to put them in order from 
biggest to smallest. In shapes we have been using lots of different objects to make 
different shapes like pentagons. When we were doing angles we used protractors 
to measure all the different angles like a right angle. We have done lots of things 
with angles and we have learnt lots of other maths in lessons too. 

 By Roxanne. 

In Science, we were using volcanoes to see how loud the explosions was. We also 
did some Science in music. We had to test a drum with rice on it to see how the 
rice reacted when the drum was hit. We measured height and how it moved 
when it was bouncing. We tested with different numbers of fingers. We learnt 
pitch and how to use a cello and the different strings you can get.  

By Jenson. 

In topic, we have been learning about volcanoes. Volcanoes was a good topic and 
Beech has got lots of different facts about volcanoes. You could fill a whole book 
with the facts we have learned. We also wrote volcano words in handwriting and 
reading a really fun book. It was fun learning about volcanoes.  

By Tilly. 

In P.E., we practiced our Easter dance routine for Thursday’s performance at 1.30. 
Our dances are pretty cool and we are all working really hard at our dances. 
Beech class were the first ones to finish their dance. Some people have a really 
hard dance. We have also been working on our golf skills and some people went 
to a tri-golf competition and Hockwold won the trophy. All the year 4s who went 
to the tri-golf won a medal.  

By Evelyn. 

Handwriting. We do handwriting for practice and we always take our time. It is 
really fun and we write long words and short ones. We do ‘z’ and ‘a’ and the fun 
letters. We sometimes write a paper about our book and we have lots of amazing 
new words and we sometimes have to find a ‘z’ in our own reading books and 
write those words down in our best handwriting. We do this in our SPaG books. 
We learn how to do trick words and we have fun working on it.  

By Abbie. 



Well done Beech Class – it has been a great half term full of new learning. Have a 
lovely Easter. 

 

Mrs Slade 

 
 
 
 

  Oak 

Oak Class have been working so hard this term but we've also 
had great fun doing it. Year 6s continue to beaver away 
towards their SATS but, as ever, we pride ourselves at Iceni-
Hockwold that there is no loss of topic, PE, Science, Computing 
Music, Art, German, DT, RE or PSHE just because those tests 
are coming. The topic work has infused our English writing and 
reading - your children wrote some incredible balanced 
arguments about slavery in Roman times when that was an 
incredibly difficult topic to write about. 
 
We've been making Roman jewellery, pottery and shields ready 
for Testudo Part 2. We've written our own film music inspired by 
the theme from The Gladiator. We've made catapults and 
competed with them; we've had a Fantastic Finish to our topic 
with a Science experiment we've designed in our groups about 
volcanoes. PE has included a Roman sports lesson designed 
by Miss Reidie just for us. 
 



It's been a brilliant topic and the children tell me they've really 
enjoyed it. Ancient Greeks next! 
 
 

 

 
Miss Rickards 
 
 

 

 

Spring/Summer term dates 
 

Please add to your diaries! 

 

Tuesday 23rd April – Children return to school 

Wednesday 5th May – Next FoSHA meeting, 5pm 

Monday 13th May – Thursday 16th May - Year 6 SATS  

Thursday 16th May – Year 6 End of SATS Barbeque at High Lodge 

Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May – HALF TERM 

Friday 14th June – Sports Day 

Wednesday 19th June – Friday 21st June – Oak Class Residential trip 

Friday 28th June (after school) – Summer Fete 

Friday 12th July – Summer Disco 

Tuesday 16th July – End of year and Leavers assembly 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


