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As we come to the end of the first term, it is important to reflect on the many things we 
have achieved in just 14 weeks. 
 
The first few weeks was not only spent settling the children back into school but also having 
our annual academy review, in which we received the judgement of 'Good'. We also 
managed to fit in cross country, tag rugby and introducing the BEAR project, an initiative 
that is helping the children to progress not only in their reading but also their writing 
already! 
 
After half term we started to think about our Christmas celebrations, which culminated in 
two amazing plays; Shine Star, Shine and Norbert, The Christmas Dragon. The children 
learned their lines brilliantly and made us all as proud as ever. The costumes were amazing, 
so thank you again for your support. 
 
As well as rehearsing for Christmas, we have also continued to assess each child and details 
of their current attainment will be sent home to all parents at the end of term, along with 
attendance figures. Don't forget to remind your child to claim 10 team points if their 
attendance is above 95%! 
 
Three children have been extremely kind and creative this term. Faith, Abbie and Bow have 
decorated and hidden rocks around school for children to find. The rocks are very pretty and 
such a lovely idea, thanks you girls! 
 
We have been very lucky with the gifts you have given to us, you are all very kind. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. We will see you back in 
school on 6th January 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Emma Owner 
Principal 
Iceni Academy-Hockwold 



 
 
 

 

 
 

Acorn 
 

Acorn Class have had a very busy end to their first term in school. We have been 
learning all about Space during our Topic sessions, ordering by height in Maths as 
well as adding and subtracting and adding 1 more and 1 less to a given number. 
We have also been working really hard in our phonics sessions and we are getting 
very good at sounding out and blending. 

We have been practising to sit nicely and listen carefully during story time and 
thinking about how we can be kind and helpful to one another during our time in 
school. 

We were particularly proud of their Christmas play performance, they worked so 
hard learning the songs and remembering what they had to do; they were all 
simply amazing! 

We hope that you have a fantastic Christmas and we look forward to seeing you 
all back in January. 

 

Mrs Harris 

 

 

 

 



   Willow 

What a fantastic topic The Great Fire of London has been! We have found out so 
much about how and where the fire started, how long it lasted, why it spread so 
quickly, how many people died and how the fire was finally put out! We have 
shared some great stories about the fire which has allowed us to do lots of drama, 
reading comprehension and pieces of writing about what it must have been like to 
be Thomas Farynor. 

We have continued with our maths work including adding, subtraction, 
multiplication and division, as well as 2d and 3d shapes. 

Wonder Wednesdays continue to be our favourite day! We have designed and 
made Tudor houses. Used colour mixing to make flames and tested materials to see 
which would be suitable to make a house. 

All of this culminated in our amazing theatre production of the Great Fire of 
London. Everyone worked so hard and showed what wonderful actors they are. 

I am so looking forward to our new topic after half term which is entitled ‘Where 
in the world’. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all. 

Mrs Cooper and the Willow Class team 

        



   Beech 

We have had a very busy half term for Autumn 2. 

Not only have we presented our play ‘Norbert the Christmas Dragon’, but we 
have done a lot of learning too. 

In English we have written poetry based on video clips from Howl’s Moving Castle 
DVD. We have also written setting descriptions based on the Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe. We end this term with letter writing – to Father Christmas of 
course. 

In maths the children have really worked hard on their times table skills and have 
revised our skills on shape and measures. 

In topic we have been science based this half term. We have investigated how 
materials can change state from gas to liquid and solid. We have studied the 
water cycle and even made popcorn to investigate how some materials cannot 
change back again with an irreversible change when heat is applied. 

Keep an eye on the Beech class page on the website after Christmas to get a 
sneaky peak into what we will be doing next. 

Merry Christmas to everyone and a Happy New Year. 

From the Beech Class team – Mrs Slade, Mrs Hullett and Mrs Hawes. 

 
 



  Oak 

This term we have been learning about Antarctica; it started off when we went 
to the Natural History Museum and looked at animals which have adapted 
themselves to their hostile habitat. We've had a great time in class writing 
poetry about the aurora, creating an information text about the life cycle of a 
penguin and making hand-warmers for if we ever found ourselves in such 
conditions. At home, we've all made a shoebox Antarctica - thank you to our 
parents and carers for their support with this. 
 
We're really enjoying the BEAR Project in Oak Class; we love getting challenges 
and our new stock of books is awesome. One person in our class is even on 
their 9th book on the Professor Pathway but we're all enjoying reading much 
more and our parents say we're hooked on these books. 
 
We're really looking forward to our performance of Norbert the Christmas 
Dragon – ho ho ho - such fun! 
 
Written with Jenson and Matilda 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 
Please make sure that if you change your phone number(s), home address or 

email address that you keep us informed at school.  
It is imperative we have up to date contact details for every child. We also need 
to know if your childcare arrangements change in case we do not recognise the 

person collecting your child from school. Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
 

We are currently working closely with Chartwells and Iceni Methwold to 
make sure that our school meals are the best they can be. The current 

Autumn/Winter menu will continue until Easter and can be pre-ordered 
on School Money up until February half term. 

Please note that from 6th January 2020 we will no longer be able to take 
lunch bookings on the same day at reception. This means they must be 

ordered via School Money no later than the night before they are 
required. This is due to a new pre-ordering system where the dinner 

numbers are taken the day before they are needed to reduce waste. If 
you do not have access to the internet and are not able to pre-order 
lunches, please come and speak to me on reception to arrange an 

alternative. Have a lovely Christmas! Ms Burdett. 
 



Well done to our fantastic Tag Rugby team. They only lost 2 games out of the whole 
tournament.  Year 3 and 4 completed a carousel of rugby skills and played a game at the end 
to complete the day. 
 
A big thank you to all the children that come and compete at the cluster competitions, they 
are such a joy to take and they are a credit to our Academy. 
 
We are looking forward to High Five Netball in the New Year. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
 
Mrs Z Hovell. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
We raised £65.95 for ‘Save the Children’ on 

our Christmas Jumper Day. 
Thank you to everyone that contributed. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


