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Let me start by thanking you all for your ongoing support, both for me 
personally as I continue my road to recovery but also with the staff in school. I 
appreciate how different it is, but I am so pleased to hear how we are all 
working together. It can be difficult at times, but we will get there! 
 
After quite a few years, too many to count, Heather Baker is retiring from her 
kitchen duties. Luckily, we will still see her everyday as she is continuing to do 
the road crossing patrol before and after school. I am sure you will join me in 
wishing her well. 
 
We welcome Sam Newman who has joined our team as an MSA. In July, we 
also welcomed Ria Moss and Anna Chalk who joined us as teaching assistants - 
so good to have new people in our team! 
 
We are looking for a parent governor to join the Local Academy Committee to 
ensure that Iceni Primary is represented. We have a grandparent who is joining 
the LAC as a community Governor, so just one more person is needed. You will 
understand how the schools works, learn more about ATT and have 
responsibility for a particular area, which you will become an expert in! If you 
are interested, please email primary@iceni.attrust.org.uk to register. 
 
As you know, we have been running interventions after school to help the 
children close gaps in their learning. Miss Rickards and I are looking at this in 
detail and will update all parents on whether their child has the opportunity to 
attend a 'Biscuit Booster' after half term, following on from assessments this 
week in reading, writing and maths. 
 



Although we cannot have a disco or bingo this year (you know I love doing the 
raffle!) we have organised some Halloween activities for the children and 
would like to thank FOHSA for donating prizes for our 'Design our Pumpkin' 
competition. 
 
We are looking into how we can continue to provide live lessons for your child 
at home if we go into lockdown. At the moment, we are waiting for ATT to 
decide on the best platform, such as Zoom or Teams. As soon as we know 
more, we will let you know. We will also provide paper-based learning as we 
feel that children will need both. 
 
I have been popping into school between treatments, although have been 
confined to my office! I am very much looking forward to coming in more after 
half term and will hopefully get to see some of you, albeit from a distance! 
Have a lovely half term. 
 
Mrs. Emma Owner 
Principal 
Iceni Academy-Hockwold 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Acorn 

 

We are very proud of how the new Acorns have settled into this new way of 
school life; they have been simply amazing! They have adjusted really well to all 
of the practices and routines that have been put in place and taken everything in 
their stride! 

Our topic this half term was ‘Houses and Homes’, we learnt all about the different 
types of homes that we live in and looked at houses around the world. We read 
the story of The 3 Little Pigs and then designed and built houses that would be 
strong enough to stop the Big Bad Wolf from blowing them down! 

We have already started to learn our letter sounds and have been practising our 
counting, number recognition, repeating patterns and 2D shapes. 

All of this in 1 half term! 

Have a lovely break. 

 

Mrs Harris 

 

 



   Willow 

What a busy half term in Willow Class! 

We have been exploring everyday materials and their properties. This led to many 
investigations such as finding a suitable material to fix an umbrella, finding out 
how bricks are made as well as designing and making a car for the three little 
wolves to escape from the big bad pig. These characters featured in our 
traditional tales’ topic in English in which we then rewrote the ending to include 
different characters. We also looked at the water cycle through the Little 
Raindrop story, where we finished by writing our own version creating the Little 
Snowflake and realising that water is in fact a material! 

In Maths, we have been doing lots of practice with using objects and pictures to 
represent numbers to 10 then we moved on to applying this in addition and 
subtraction number sentences. 

Have a lovely half term, 

Team Willow 

 



 

 

 

 



 

    Elm 

 

What an exciting half term we have had learning all about The Victorians. We 
have found out what life was like for both rich and poor. We have found out 
about toys – making our own thaumatropes as the Victorians didn’t have any 
electricity. We have found out all about Queen Victoria, her husband, her children 
and the Empire that she reigned over.  

We read Oliver Twist and found out what happens to a young boy who dared to 
ask for more! 

Our Fantastic Finish to our topic has been our Victorian school day. Everyone 
made a huge effort with their costumes.   

We practised our times tables, wrote the alphabet in very tricky and loopy 
Victorian handwriting and made a toy soldier. We did all get a chance to put on 
the dunce’s hat and potentially have our names placed in the ‘punishment book’! 
Luckily there was not gruel for dinner nor did anyone have to be caned or shoved 
up the chimney! 

Thank you all for your support. 

 

Mrs Cooper 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



   Beech 

 

Thank you Beech Class for a brilliant Autumn 1.  We have had a wonderful time 
finding out about the Shang Dynasty of Ancient China.  The children have 
created some really wonderful art work ranging from a mini terracotta army to 
painting, in a linear style, pictures of the four gentlemen (bamboo, orchids, 
plumb blossoms and chrysanthemums).  We have learnt about the Shang 
Dynasty Kings, how society worked, about oracle bones and early Chinese 
writing. 
 
In English we read the book King of the Cloud Forest by Michael Murpurgo 
which starts its story in China and in maths we have recapped a lot of basic 
skills with addition, subtraction, fractions and decimals. 
 
Keep a watch on the website over half term to find out about our next 
fantastic topic theme. 
 
Have a lovely half term break. 
 
Mrs Slade 
 

 

 

 

 



  Oak 

 

I have really enjoyed coming back to school and learning with my friends and 

getting back on track with my work. 

In Science we learnt about friction and air resistance. We made a parachute to 

test outside with Mrs Hovell. We used ‘Fiona Fair Test’. Professor Fiona helped 

us to keep the testing fair. 

We have also been learning percentages and we have been progressing in our 

99 club in Maths. 

Our topic has been World War I. We have done a non-chronological report and 

a timeline. We also did a fact file on Zeppelins and in English we wrote poems; 

some people made trench cake for homework. 

Some of us have completed our level in the BEAR project and have received 

our bears. 

 

Happy Halloween. 

 

By Abbie 

Year 6 

 

 

 

 

       



PE this half term at Iceni Academy… 

During PE lessons this half term the children have been fortunate to benefit from 
two different areas of study: Miss Reidie has delivered Outdoor Adventurous 
Activities (OAA) and Mrs Hovell Multi skills/Fitness. 

In OAA the children have taken part in an array of team building and problem-
solving challenges ranging from parachute games in Acorn to crossing the swamp 
in Elm class. A particular favourite among all classes has been the treasure hunts 
and orienteering sessions, where children had to use their observational skills to 
find treasure hidden around the school. The older children also got the chance to 
hone their map reading skills in a race against the clock check point course which 
witnessed teams visiting check points to collect letters which eventually made up 
the word SPORTSMANSHIP. 

This half term the children have been encouraged to think about what makes a 
good leader, how to manage their own risk and to think about their survival needs 
during expeditions. In the last lesson Beech and Oak classes were tasked with 
building their own water tight shelters. This was great fun to observe as their 
imagination really was endless with campfires, log seating areas and even bear 
proofing being installed. 

It has been a pleasure to watch new leaders rise this term and children working so 
well together to achieve their goals. 

Mrs Hovell has also had an action-packed few weeks with children undertaking a 
variety of multi skills lessons focusing on speed, agility, balance, and coordination 
which are the fundamentals of all the sports we will be focusing on this year. The 
children have worked exceptionally hard in her sessions, making great progress 
with their running techniques, space awareness and improving their fitness levels 
with the focus throughout being to ‘achieve your personal best’. Even when the 
weather was against them, they still managed to remain up and active with a 
lesson of exercise bingo which seemed to be a real hit with all classes. 

In every lesson children have continued to work towards achieving the PE star 
award for exceptional performance and commitment to the task, but we have 
also started to embed the new roles of Sports Coach, Sports Photographer and 
Sports Journalist into our lessons with children getting the chance to try out 
different sporting careers to make them aware that sport is not just about being 
physically active. 

Our next area of study is Football with Mrs Hovell and Cross Country with Miss 
Reidie so outdoor PE kit is a must. 



 

 



Here is our new kit modelled by Pupils from Oak class, for cluster events 

when we represent our Academy. I would like to thank Premier League 

Primary Stars for this wonderful kit that was won in a competition. I am 

very excited that cluster events are going virtual, more news on this to 

follow soon. 

 

Mrs Z Hovell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you to everyone that bought raffle tickets for our fabulous Halloween 

hamper. We raised £233.50 for FoSHA! 

The lucky winning ticket was number 351 

And the winner was Indie in Willow Class! 

Well done Indie (and Mum!)  – enjoy your prize. 

 

 

 



Our ‘Design a pumpkin’ competition was a lot of fun 

and the talented winners were:  

Leo (Acorn), Harry (Willow), Lola S (Elm), Maxwell 

(Beech) and Faith (Oak) 

Thank you to Tesco for their kind donation of prizes for 

our winners (and thank you to the parent for 

organising who would like to remain anonymous!) 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a safe and happy Halloween and half term from everyone at 

Iceni Hockwold. 

 

 


