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Mission Statement 
Our vision for Iceni Academy-Hockwold is to create a love of learning in a happy and secure 
environment, which inspires everyone to achieve their full potential and realise their passion for 
learning in whatever way suits their personal strengths and qualities. 
We are developing a creative, dynamic environment that seeks to nurture our pupils, academically, 
socially, emotionally, and physically. 

We strive for a first class learning experience for all, ensuring continuity between the primary, 
secondary and further education stages of learning. 

Academy Aims 
• To recognise the value and abilities of every member of our school community. 
• To promote The British Values and attitudes of care, tolerance, trust and respect within the 

school and wider communities. 
• To nurture and support, helping every child to achieve his/her potential in all areas of 

learning – intellectual, emotional, physical, social, moral, spiritual and cultural. 
• To ensure excellence in teaching and learning within a high quality learning environment, 

through leadership and within all aspects of school life. 
• To equip children with the resilience and perseverance to become creative and independent 

thinkers and to become learners for life within an ever-changing world. 
• To provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all. 
• To develop learning activities which stimulate positive models of enquiry, reflection, 

challenge and innovation. 
• To teach children the role of leadership of the world in which we live. 

 

Our Curriculum Rationale 

Our curriculum intent is clear; it is designed to include all national curriculum objectives in an ambitious and 
progressive topic based programme. Children understand the topic that they are learning is cross-curricular, 
but are also taught the different subjects that the topic consists of. Remembering that the skills and 
knowledge are derived from a particular subject remains imperative. Therefore, the children will have the 
subjects included in that lesson in bold at the top of their LO box. This provides, particularly the older 
children, with a clear foundation for high school, where they are taught in subject specific lessons.  

Our curriculum has been planned to meet and exceed the expectations of the National Curriculum. It is a 
mixture of a knowledge based and skills led curriculum to ensure that both are at the heart of all learning. 
The knowledge and skills have been included in the long-term plan, which allows all to see clear progression 
as the children move through the year groups. 

Each topic has a ‘challenge’ section to ensure needs of the higher ability are met. This is called ‘scuba’ on the 
LO box and can be seen in children’s books, as well as on the STP.  Pre-learning is also used to support those 
who need extra support.  

The full range of subjects are taught to all year groups. 
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The curriculum has been designed based on the following: 

• The location of our academy, including human and geographical context. 
• The ethnic population of our academy. 
• The specialisms of our staff. 
• Previous results and progress measures. 
• Exploring the awe and wonder of our community, world and beyond. 

To ensure a diverse, practical and engaging curriculum, as well as meeting the National Curriculum 
requirements, each subject content was designed separately based on this criteria. The cross-curricular 
approach provides the full range of subjects for all year groups. An explanation of the subject content choice 
for the wider curriculum subjects is shown below: 

Art and Design 
“Art is not just a subject to learn, but an activity that you can practise with your hands, your eyes, 
your whole personality.” Quentin Blake, Children’s Laureate  

At Iceni, Hockwold we believe that teaching and learning in Art and DT is important because it 
stimulates creativity, imagination and inventiveness. The purpose of Art and DT education is to give 
pupils the skills, concepts and knowledge necessary for them to express responses to ideas and 
experiences in a visual or tactile form. It fires their imagination and is a fundamental means of 
personal expression.  

It enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, 
form, pattern and different materials and processes. Children explore ideas and meanings through 
the work of artists and designers.  

Wherever appropriate it is linked to other areas of the curriculum and gives children the opportunities 
to develop specific skills and reinforces skills already established. For example, in Beech Class’s Aztec 
topic, children paint a warrior and the teacher has focused on finishing techniques such as outlining 
and defining. In Oak Class, the Roman topic is supported by looking at mosaics using bean art.  

Computing 
We provide a high-quality computing education, which equips pupils to use computational thinking 
and creativity to understand the world. Computing links with many other areas of the curriculum and 
should be used intrinsically as part of everyday life. The core of computing is computer science, in 
which pupils are taught the principles of information and computation, how digital systems work, and 
how to put this knowledge to use through programming. Building on this knowledge and 
understanding, pupils are equipped to use information technology to create programs, systems and 
a range of content. Computing also ensures that pupils become digitally literate – able to use, and 
express themselves and develop their ideas through, information and communication technology, 
and keep themselves safe. This is taught to all students to remind them of e-safety and prepares them 
for the world of work and their future in an increasing digital based world. 
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Design and Technology 
This is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, pupils design and 
make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their 
own and others’ needs, wants and values. ‘Wonder Wednesday’ provides pupils with the opportunity 
to design, create and evaluate theories whilst taking risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, 
enterprising and capable citizens. Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, 
they develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world.  

Geography 
Iceni Academy provides high-quality geography education that inspires our pupils a curiosity and 
fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Topics 
equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 
As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world helps them to deepen their 
understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and 
use of landscapes and environments.  
 
Each class has a large world map which has labels on to include areas that has been learned, where 
we live and where we have been on holiday. 
 

History 
Our history education allows pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past 
and that of the wider world. It inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching equip 
pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop 
perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as 
their own identity and the challenges of their time. 
 
Each class has a timeline to help put the different topics into chronological order and reminds children 
of what they have already learned. 
 
An example of History across the year groups: 

In Acorn Class, the children learned about both new and historical houses for their topic “Houses and 
Homes.” Reinforcing what they learned, they also took a walk around the village and looked at the 
different houses and homes in the village. 

Willow Class learned about the historical facts when learning about the topic The Great Fire of 
London. What year The Great Fire of London begun back in 1666, they learned about what the houses 
were made of.  
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Beech Class began learning about the history of World War 2 with a special focus on the countries 
involved and where they are located. They also learned about the Space Race.  

Oak Class learned about World War 1 and the historical background about that event.  

Modern Foreign Language 
At Iceni Academy, we teach Spanish to foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the 
world. Spanish is the fourth most widely used language in the world.  Our cohort consists of 10% 
American pupils, who speak Spanish in their home country, as well as Spain being a popular holiday 
destination. We therefore believe it will enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another 
language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. Opportunities 
are also provided for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and 
read great literature in the original language.  
 
Music  
‘The power of music can’t be underestimated. It’s what makes us human beings, it’s what makes 
us nations; it’s what makes us a great civilization.      We cannot forget that ever.’                                                                                     
 Marin Alsop – first female conductor of The Last Night of the Proms 7th September 2013. 

 
Music is essentially a practical subject which should be enjoyed by all. From an early age  
children have an awareness of rhythm, pitch and sounds around them and these are  
developed on entry to Iceni Academy. Our music curriculum inspires pupils to develop a love of music, 
increasing their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. Our music specialist 
incorporates teaching of music with the topic for that half term to fully immerse all pupils into the 
musical experience, encouraging them to perform, compose, listen and appraise. 
 
For example, Oak Class are looking at writing their own film music inspired by excerpts from the film 
Gladiator, supporting their Roman topic. In Beech Class they are learning about Instruments of the 
Orchestra. In Willow Class the children’s Fantasy topic inspires the children to use pitched 
instruments and voices to show how Jack climbs the beanstalk. In Acorn the focus is on rhythmic and 
pitching skills with our voices, bodies and instruments – it’s all about awe and wonder in EYFS. 
 
PE 
PE is championed for its potential to promote health and encourage lifelong physical activity. PE is 
also praised for its contribution to improved psychological health, for helping to nurture social and 
moral development – as well as supporting cognitive and academic performance, embedding values 
such as fairness and respect. High quality PE fosters the physical, moral, social, emotional, cultural 
and intellectual development of pupils. Our lessons provide opportunities for pupils to learn and play 
at competitive sport as well as physically-demanding activities. They provide opportunities for pupils 
to become physically confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. 
Each class has two hours of PE each week, which are stand alone and therefore not part of the topic 
for that term. The Academy enters the cluster PE tournaments to enable children to put their skills 
into practise in a safe and competitive environment. This also teaches good sportsmanship personally 
and in a team environment. 
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RE 
Iceni Academy has planned the RE curriculum to help students understand the multicultural diverse 
world we live in. We aim to allow children to learn and reflect about major world religions and world-
views; encouraging them to explore how religions can affect the fabric of personal and social life and 
how it can define a culture. 
 
The main religions covered are Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism and Buddhism. Where 
possible, trips are planned to the synagogue, cathedral and mosque, and visitors are invited in to 
share their experiences. Special celebrations such as Chinese New Year, Diwali, Christmas and 
Hanukah are also taught as part of the curriculum.  We attempt to satisfy curiosity about different 
faiths, exploring how different commitments to faith can contribute to the creation of a better world 
for all.  We aim to tackle many issues including interpretations around evil, injustice and suffering 
alongside goodness, Godliness and enlightenment.   
We encourage a variety of teaching approaches, such as discussion, debate, music, art, literature and 
ICT to explore different faiths.  We also aim to inspire children to investigate for themselves linking 
Religious Education into our topics and celebrations. 

RSHE 
Iceni Academy is in a rural village, with a predominantly white, British community. As an academy we 
wanted to ensure that our pupils understand more about the diverse culture we live in. Staff have 
undertaken CPD  to teach this with confidence and in Sept 2019, we will introduce LELE (Learn 
Equality, Live Equal) teaching  about the importance of equality and to ensure children are tolerant 
of all people around them.  
The Academy has also purchased an RSHE scheme which covers all elements regarding the legislation 
for primary students, in effect from 2020. We felt it was important to start this now, as it links with 
LELE. Due to the nature of the content, we teach these sessions in single aged classes to ensure the 
content is age appropriate. 

Long Term Plans for these subjects are under the curriculum tab on the website or available from 
the subject leaders. 

MTPS are given to the subject leaders to allow them to monitor the coverage and progression 
across the year groups. 

  

Implementation 

Curriculum coverage is specific to year groups for English, Maths and RSHE. All other skills are taught 
on a two-year rolling programme combined in cross-curricular topic based themes. 

Teachers present subject matter clearly and those with specific subject knowledge have supported 
with the planning of some topics to allow all teachers to have the relevant subject knowledge needed. 

Topics are planned sequentially to ensure pupils build on what has been previously learned. Teachers 
create a stimulating environment that allows all pupils to focus on learning, using resources to 
promote discussion and progress of all abilities. The intent of the ambitious curriculum incorporating 
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the knowledge and skills needed complemented by quality first teaching ensures sufficient outcomes 
from a pupil’s starting point. 

Differentiation is clear and consistent using the same method across all year groups in the form of a 
LO box. (Although this is not used in all EYFS sessions). This allows pupils to focus on learning. The aim 
is for all pupils to achieve mastery by the end of the lesson. Greater depth activities are used when a 
child reaches that level. This work is evidenced with a greater depth stamp. Teachers mark in the 
lesson to remedy misconceptions, move the child to the next level, inform planning for the next 
session and reduce workload. Opportunities are given for Find and Fix sessions and same day 
Intervention, to guarantee maximum progression. 

Reading is in majority of lessons whether it is in the ERIC session at 8.30am every day, reading and 
following instructions, reading a book or reading comprehension activities. Phonics is taught in key 
stage one using the Letters and Sounds scheme, taught daily in ability groupings. Spelling, punctuation 
and Grammar is taught in key stage 2. A reading initiative has been introduced for children in years 
2-6. The BEAR project has been designed to ensure that there is still rigor as well as confidence and 
enjoyment for those children who are free readers. Each year group have certain books that they 
need to read to provide the challenge needed for progression. A reward incentive is built into the 
scheme to encourage all readers. This runs in conjunction with the reading raffle scheme. 

 

Impact / Assessment 
 
Assessment and record keeping is the means by which our pupils’ attainment and achievements are 
monitored and an appropriate progression through the curriculum is ensured. By monitoring and 
recording pupils’ progress, teachers are able to build up a profile of individual strengths and areas 
for development. This is then used to inform planning and teaching. 
 
Assessment also allows staff to identify those children whose achievements fall outside the 
boundaries of differentiated activities. Assessment information is completed termly by staff on DC 
Pro to show attainment against the 2014 National Curriculum descriptors for the core subjects, 
which are English, Maths, Science and Computing. 
 
Pupil progress meeting are held each half term to discuss those children who are not making as much 
progress as expected as well as make certain the interventions provided are as suitable as possible. 
 
A progression sheet is completed at the end of a topic to show whether the child met or exceeded 
the main learning intentions from that unit. 
 
To ensure information, facts and skills are retained in the long-term memory, each class produces a 
summary of what they have learned in the topic for that half term. The summary is kept in a display 
folder and used in one assembly per week. The class who wrote the summary, explain what they 
learned to the rest of the school, who can ask questions to further their own learning. This deepens 
learning by connecting new knowledge with that previously taught, provides opportunities for pre-
learning for other year groups and allows the creativity to transfer information and apply it in similar 
contexts.  
 
Each class also produces a quick Quiz, recalling the main learning intentions, which is used throughout 
the year and onwards. A memory prompt box may also be used for similar reasons. 
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End of term tests are used to make sure children are confident and happy with a test situation.  
Standardised scores are also gained and used to show progress. Reading ages are collected at the 
beginning and end of each year for the same reason. 
 

Results for 2018/19 

GLD 76% 

Y1 phonics 69% 

Y2 R 80% (GDS 10%)  W 70%, M 70% 

Y6 R 57% (GDS 7%)  W 79% (GDS 21%)  M 86%   SPAG 79% (GDS 14%) 

 

Initiatives have been introduced to make sure children are independent learners and are ready for 
the next stage of the curriculum. Oak Class work on an Expert Learner booklet, which concentrates 
on them being prepared for school. It focuses on uniform, homework, attendance, attitudes to 
learning and being a good citizen. Pupils also experience Careers Week where they interview visitors 
to ask about careers, look at college courses and research jobs that they are interested in. 

 
 
Delivery/Structure 
 
The school day starts at 8.30am and finishes at 3pm, with 45 minutes lunchtime for juniors and 60 
minutes for infants. Our curriculum in years 1-6 is taught in cross-curricular topics on a two year 
rolling cycle, which is adapted to ensure it meets the needs of the current cohort.  
 
Each topic starts with ‘What do we know? And What do we want to know?’ and then a Sensational 
Starter and ends with a Fantastic Finish. We also ensure that each topic involves either a visit from 
someone linked to the topic or a trip out.  We also have introduced ‘Wonder Wednesday’ where 
learning on Wednesday afternoons is designed to be hands-on and active, where children can apply 
their skills with a practical task. 
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As well as topic related events, we also have the following events each year: 

• World Book Day 
• Maths Day 
• Reading Cafes 
• Christmas productions 
• Harvest festival 
• Easter and dance service 
• Residential visits for year 5/6 
• Road safety workshops 
• First aid workshops for year 4 
• Talent shows 
• Crucial Crew 
• Cycling proficiency 
• Taster days at our feeder high school 
• Mental Health Awareness Day 
• MFL Day 
• Family PE  
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Cultural Capital 
Iceni Academy believe that cultural capital is essential for all pupils because it is the accumulation of 
knowledge, skills and behaviours needed to grow and live in our society. These fundamental 
concepts are taught, based on age groups every Monday in Family time: 

Led by 
class 
teachers. 

 
 
 
 
Beech and 
Oak will 
watch the 
Espresso 
Weekly 
current 
Affairs Round 
Up at the 
beginning of 
each Family 
time 

Acorn and Willow  
Trinity & Queens-Acorn class 
Emmanuel and Churchill-Willow class 

Beech and Oak  
Emmanuel and Churchill-
Beech class 
Queens and Trinity -Oak class 

Week 1                                   Class council. Either teacher, chairperson or secretary to 
read last school council minutes to the group. Then to discuss areas for 
development. 3 from each class. 

Week 2 Behaviours for learning-manners, kindness, 
safety, politeness, sharing, resilience. 

Behaviours for learning-in 
folder in staffroom 

Week 3 Where we live? 
What are our school rules and why do we 
have them? 
What other rules do we need to abide by? 
What do you want to do when you grow up? 
What do you want to have achieved by the 
end of the year? 
What are you good at? Can you teach your 
friend a new skill? 

British Values 

Week 4 LELE based book LELE based book 
Week 5 Think of a reason Pose a Q debate 
Week 6 Solve a problem Behaviours for learning 
Week 7                     Mindfulness colouring-together 

                                                             British Value Themes 
Autumn 
1 

The rule of Law What laws do we have in the classrooms? 
In school? 
Why? 

Autumn 
2 

The rule of law.  

 

What laws do you know of that everyone has to follow? 
Who makes these laws up? 
Why? 
The Rule of Law powerpoint on Twinkl 

Spring 1 Individual liberty. 

 

Watch the Youtube clip 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9CADpB7fsE 
How does this work in our academy? 
What would happen if the teachers said you could only follow what we said? So you 
could only eat what we have said and only play the games at playtime that we tell you 
to? Discuss? 

Spring 2 Democracy. What is Democracy? presentation on Twinkl 
Summer 
1 

Mutual respect for and 
tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs 
and or those without faith. 

Tolerance assembly on Twinkl. There is a powerpoint, assembly notes and 
information cards 

Summer 
2 

Mutual respect for and 
tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs 
and or those without faith. 

What does the word faith mean? 
Why does it mean so much to some people? 
Is it okay to not have a particular belief? 
Should anyone be treated differently if their beliefs are different to ours? 

Approximately 16 clubs are held each week to continue to allow children to experience new skills 
and demonstrate these fundamental concepts in a less structured environment. 
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Homework 

To help to consolidate learning from the core subjects, we ask children to complete the following: 

  Reading  Mathletics  Lexia  Spellings  Times 
tables  

Other  

Acorn  3 x pw  Regular use  Regular use       Optional topic 
Willow  3 x pw  Regular use  Regular use  Weekly     Optional topic 

Year 2 will have SATs based HW 
from spring term onwards. 

Beech  4 x pw  Regular use  Regular use  Weekly  Weekly  Each half-term an optional 
enrichment activity grid is sent 
home in homework books with at 
least 12 optional activities to do at 
home with parent/carers.  
Activities are based on the class 
topic and are designed to practise, 
enrich and deepen children’s topic 
knowledge and enjoyment. 

Oak  5 x pw at 
least with 
max 14 

Regular use  Regular use  Weekly  Weekly  1. Reading Comprehension 
2. Maths 
3. Topic 

Year 6 will have SATs based HW 
from  Autumn 2 onwards. 

 
SAFETY 
At all times the safety of the children in the class is paramount. We aim to teach and learn in as safe 
an environment as possible. Health and Safety guidelines are followed at all times and where 
necessary the relevant risk assessments completed. • Pupils work in a healthy and safe environment. 

• We ensure that all tasks that the children undertake are safe and identify risks in the plans. 
• Educational visits are seen as an important way of enhancing the curriculum, but prior to any 

visit we consult the Principal and complete a risk assessment form. 
• Risk assessments are shared with both participating staff and pupils. 
• Parental permission for educational visits is always sought. 

  
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Opportunities 
The staff ensure that all children are provided with SMSC opportunities both within the planned 
curriculum and through current affairs, independent study, assemblies, extra events and 
experiences. Our curriculum is structured to enable the development of social skills and 
independence.  

An SMSC audit is available as requested. 

 
 


